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Remarks by Rocío García Gaytán, 
President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States

Tuesday, June 7, 2011

San Salvador, El Salvador

Distinguished Ministers, Ambassadors,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am truly honored to be addressing you as President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, an OAS specialized agency established in 1928 to promote and defend women's human rights as well as gender equality in the Hemisphere.
We, the women of the Americas, have made significant progress especially in terms of our citizen status.  For example: 
· Women's human rights have been recognized at the international and inter-American levels, and have been incorporated into conventions, treaties, programs of action, consensus documents, declarations, and other types of agreements–notably the Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, the latter adopted by this Assembly a little more than ten years ago; for our region, the only one of its kind in the world.
· Equal rights for women and men regardless of race, or civil or economic status, among others, are enshrined in all the constitutions of our region, an undertaking that has translated into legislation and public policies for the empowerment of women and for gender equality.
· Women have advanced in terms of levels of education, health, and life expectancy. We have achieved greater reproductive and economic autonomy and greater access to property, land, credit, and technology.
· Many women are engaged in all aspects of economic and political life, and are Heads of State or Government in four countries of the region. 
Changes in the day-to-day practice of politics, the economy, and society are, however, a long way from bringing about equality, whether in terms of access, participation, representation, leadership, or impact of women.  A lot remains to be done to ensure that commitments undertaken by the OAS member states translate into a day-to-day reality for all the women of the region.
The First Hemispheric Forum on Women's Leadership for a Citizens' Democracy, which we organized in April in Washington, which began an in-depth questioning and analysis of the principles and fundamentals of democracy and its institutions, from the perspective of women's rights and demands, and here I quote Secretary General Insulza, who said in his inaugural address:  "...inequality and the under-representation of women in the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, as well as in the leadership of political parties, are a critical indicator of the failures of our democracy and our Rule of Law.” Against that backdrop, we discussed and proposed elements for building a citizens' democracy from the perspective of the women of the region–in all their diversity.  Arising from this forum were concrete lines of work to advance towards gender parity in political parties, electoral systems, parliaments, and decision-making and resource-allocation bodies and processes. Within the framework of the new CIM Strategic Plan of Action 2011-2016, we will move forward in these areas of activity in collaboration with national mechanisms for the advancement of women, feminist and women's movements, UN Women, and other international organizations. 
As noted during the parallel event we organized jointly with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Human Rights Institute, and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, democracy cannot be discussed without considering the central role of security in guaranteeing democratic governance. Lack of security is the greatest concern for most of the region's citizenry. It is also one reason there is a loss of confidence in democracy and in its institutions.
Although the lack of citizen security is a problem affecting the entire population, we do know that women experience violence, sexual violence, deprivation, trafficking, and other security issues differently from men.
In the traditional approach to public security, the indicators used in debates on security and in public measures and policies to address it reduce violence to criminal typologies that occur in the public arena.  This approach excludes violence perpetrated against women, usually in the private arena. Any definition of security based on the assumption that the street is an unsafe place, and therefore the home is safe, will never properly address the security of women.
Failure to consider the security situation of women, on the one hand, and the absence of women in structures where decisions are made and action taken in the area of security, on the other, would leave most of the region's countries with security policies that ignore the 52% of the population represented by us as women.
Article 3 of the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women establishes the right of women to live free from violence.  A security perspective that includes women will necessarily go through a series of key steps, including:
1. Incorporating gender-based violence as a manifestation of crime and as of one of the areas of violence addressed by security policies, plans, and programs.
2. Incorporating more women into the security sector–from low-level staff to high-level decision-makers.
3. Implementing codes of conduct for security personnel–internal codes to regulate sexual harassment and discrimination as well as external codes to regulate interaction between security personnel and the citizenry (women). 
4. Strengthening the response to violence against women through rules and protocols on action and care, for the security sector. 
5. Strengthening the capacity of women's groups to conduct comprehensive monitoring of the security situation of women, based on commitments assumed at the international, inter-American, and national levels in the area of women's human rights.
On behalf of the CIM and on my own behalf, I therefore commend you on your efforts and progress in considering the situation of women in the Hemisphere within the Declaration of this Assembly.  I would also urge you to take women's rights and gender equality into account as an indisputable factor in dealing with security issues in the region.
Thank you very much.
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